Molecular Medicine? Remarks on the expansion and redefinition of
the concept ,,genetic disease”

Politicians and scientists claim that today we live in an era of molecular medicine in which
genetic knowledge will become more and more relevant for diagnosis, prevention and
treatment of many diseases. This contribution analyses one central element in this alleged
paradigm shift: the concept “genetic disease”. It points to some serious limitations and flaws
of the current usage of the notion “genetic disease” and stresses the performative and strategic
dimension of molecular medicine. The search for genetic causes for diseases aligns with the
contemporary political context that increasingly shifts responsibility for human misfortune

and misery from social conditions to the individual.
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